
Candlelight Vespers 2021 

 

A Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 

 
Handbell Choir Preludes:  

 
“Angels We Have Heard on High”             French Carol arr. Derek K. Hakes 

“Ding Dong, Merrily on High”                   English Carol arr. Fred Gramann 

 

 

Opening Carol:  
“Once in Royal David’s City” 

 
1. (Solo) 

               Once in Royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

               Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for his bed: 

               Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child 

 

2. (Choir alone) 

He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 

         And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall; 

         With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3. (Everyone) 

               And through all his wondrous childhood He would honor and obey 

               Love and watch the lowly maiden In whose gentle arms he lay: 

               Christian children all must be Mild, obedient, good as he. 

 

 



4. (Everyone) 

               For he is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us he grew, 

               He was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us he knew: 

               And he feeleth for our sadness, And he shareth in our gladness. 

 

5.  (Everyone) 

               And our eyes at last shall see him Through his own redeeming love, 

               For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 

               And he leads his children on, To the place where he is gone. 

 

6.  (Everyone) 

               Not in that poor lowly stable, With the oxen standing by, 

               We shall see him; but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high. 

               There like stars his children crowned, all in white shall wait around. 

 

Bidding Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Wreath-Lighting Carol                            The Advent Candle, Bob Chilcott 

 
                  Tonight we are lighting a candle, a candle to burn until 

   You come to bring light to darkness and warm us with good will. 

                    Tonight in the sky there’s a star we’ve never seen before, 

                    A star to lighten our darkness, and bring us safe to your door. 

                    Tonight there’s a window inside us, a window you’ll open wide. 

                    We are lighting a candle to guide us.  Soon we’ll be by your side. 

                    TEXT: Charles Bennett 

                  

 

 



 

Lesson I: Genesis 3: 8-15 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that seed of woman 

Shall bruise the serpent’s head 

 

Carol:                        “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”, arr. John Rutter 

 
                Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 

                He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending he. 

                Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 

                Evermore and evermore. 

 

                O that birth forever blessed when the Virgin, full of grace, 

                By the Holy Ghost conceiving bare the Savior of our race, 

                And the Babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 

                Evermore and evermore. 

 

                      

                This is he whom seers and sages sang of old with one accord, 

                Whom the writings of the prophets promised in their faithful words. 

                Now he shines, the long expected, let creation praise its Lord, 

                Evermore and evermore. 

                       

                THE CONGREGATION STANDS AND SINGS: 

                O ye heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts his praises sing; 

                Powers, Dominions bow before him, and extol our God and King. 

                Let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert sing 

                Evermore and evermore. (TEXT: Prudentius b. 348 tr. J. M. Neale) 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Lesson II: Isaiah 40: 1-5 

The Prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile. 
                 

Anthem:                                    Comfort, Comfort, arr. John Ferguson 
                         

               ‘Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God. 

                Comfort those who sit in darkness Mourning under sorrow’s load. 

                To God’s people now proclaim That God’s pardon waits for them! 

                Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever. 

 

                For the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near. 

                Calling us to true repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here. 

                Oh, that warning cry obey!  Now prepare for God a way! 

                Let the valleys rise to meet Him, And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

                 

                THE CONGREGATION STANDS AND SINGS: 

                Straight shall be what long was crooked, And the rougher places plain! 

                Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits His holy reign. 

                For the glory of the Lord Now on earth is shed abroad, 

                And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken. 

 

 
                                          



Lesson III: Luke 1: 26-33, 38a, 39-42, 46a 

The angel Gabriel greets the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Carol:                                                            Christmas-tide, Bob Chilcott 

 
                Lullee, Lullay, I could not love thee more if thou wast Christ the King, 

           Now tell me, how did Mary know that in her womb would sleep and grow 

                The Lord of everything? 

 

                Lullee, lulay, an angel stood with her who said, 

              “That which doth stir like summer in thy side shall save the world from sin, 

                Then stable, hall, and inn shall cherish Christmastide.” 

 

                Lullee, lulay, and so it was that day. 

                And did she love Him more because an angel came to prophesy His name? 

                Ah no, not so, she could not love Him more, but loved Him just the same. 

                TEXT: Janet Lewis 

 

 

 
 



Lesson IV: Matthew 1: 18-23 

St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus 

 

Carol:                                         O Magnum Mysterium, Tomás Luis de Victoria 
  

                        O Magnum Mysterium, et admirable sacramentum 

                         Ut animalia viderunt Dominum natum, jacentum in praesepio! 

                         O Beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt portare Dominum Christum 

                         Alleluia 

 

                         O great mystery and wondrous sacrament, 

                         That animals should see the newborn Lord, lying in their manger! 

                         Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 

                         Alleluia 

 

Carol:                                                                                       see insert 

 
“O Come All Ye Faithful” 

Stanzas 1, 2, and 4 

 
 

 
 



Lesson V: Luke 2: 8-16 

 

The Shepherds go to the manger 

 

Carol:                                                                   Sherburne, Daniel Read 

 

           
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

All seated on the ground, 

The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around. 

 

“Fear not!” said he, for mighty dread 

Had seized their troubled mind; 

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

To you and all mankind. 

            

             “The heav’nly Babe you there shall find 

             To human view displayed, 

             All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

             And in a manger laid.” 

 

“All glory be to God on high, 

And to the Earth be peace; 

Good will henceforth from heav’n to men 

Begin and never cease!” 

 



Lesson VI: Matthew 2: 1-11 

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus 

 

 

Carol:                                                                                       see insert 

The First Nowell 

                                                 Stanzas 1-3 

                                       
 
Lesson VII: John 1: 1-14 

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 

 

 

Carol:                                                      All Bells in Paradise, John Rutter 
                            

    Deep in the cold of winter, Darkness and silence were everywhere; 

    Softly and clearly, there came through the stillness a wonderful sound, 

    a wonderful sound to hear: 

     
    Refrain: 

    All bells in paradise I heard them ring,  

    Sounding in majesty the news that they bring:  

    All bells in paradise I heard them ring,  

    Welcoming our Savior born on earth a heavenly King. 

    All bells in paradise I heard them ring; “Glory to God in High”  

    the angel voices sing. 

 



   Lost in awe and wonder, Doubting, I asked what this sign might be: 

   Christ our Messiah revealed in a stable, A marvelous sight, 

   a marvelous sight to see. 

 

   He comes down in peace, a child in humility,  

   The keys to his kingdom belong to the poor  

   Before him shall kneel the kings with their treasures, 

   gold, incense and myrrh. 

 
    Refrain: 

   All bells in paradise I heard them ring,  

   Sounding in majesty the news that they bring:  

   All bells in paradise I heard them ring,  

   Welcoming our Savior born on earth a heavenly King. 

   All bells in paradise I heard them ring; “Glory to God in High”  

    the angel voices sing. 

 

Blessing 

 

Carol:                                                                                       see insert 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

Postlude:                                                                             César Franck 

Sortie on “Venez Divin Messie” 
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